
Figure 1: Ecosystem of music – key forces working on the sustainability of music genres 

 

MUSIC GENRE

Ethniicty and 
gender issues

Informal 
learning 
practices

Community engagement  

with music and musicians 

Collaboration  with/ 

between musicians 

Diaspora and 

cross-cultural 

connections 

 

Patronage and 

philanthropy 

Remuneration  

and recognition 

Formal curricula/ 

teaching practices 

Role, position and  

availability  teachers/  

culture-bearers 

Online resources 

and pedagogies 

Availability and 

accessibility music 

material for learners 

Music programmes in 

schools/community 

Pedagogical 

approaches 

Philosophies and 

values governing 

learning & teaching 
Music institutions 

and organisations 

Places to 

perform 

and create 

Media exposure  

(of musical sound) 

Position/status of 

musicians and 

related professions 

Level of interest in  

participating, learning, 

and performing  

Attitudes towards 

music making 

Insurance, unions  

& pension schemes 

Archives, 

libraries and 

museums 

Grants, awards, 

sponsorship 

and subsidies 

Music rights (eg IP), 

censorship and other 

relevant legislature 

Paying audiences 

Availability  of 

instruments and 

other ‘hardware’ Censorship 

Major recording 

companies 

Printed, broadcast  

& online press 

World wide web 

Opinion leaders 

Approaches towards 

authenticity, 

tradition and change 

Social/ritual 

settings and 

contexts 

Aesthetics and 

cosmologies 

Prestige, stigma 

and prejudice 

Sense of identity 

and wellbeing 

Independent labels  

and broadcasters 

Conservatoires 

Commodification and 

commercialisation 

Community 

leaders 

Postcolonial 

values and 

attitudes 


